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rebellion against the national authority, is entirely
untrammeled, that the other two thirds, in their
efforts to maintain the Union intact, should be re-
strained by a Constitution prepared by our ances-
tors for the express purpose of ensuring the per-
manency of the confederation of the States.

After I left Gfeneral Lee at Appomattox Station,
I went with my staff and a few others directly to
Burkesville Station on my way to Washington.
The road from Burkesville back having been newly
repaired, and the ground being soft, the train got
off the track frequently, and, as a result, it was
after midnight of the second day when I reached
City Point. As soon as possible I took a despatch-
boat thence to Washington city.

While in Washington I was very busy for a time
in preparing the necessary orders for the new state
of affairs; communicating with my different com-
manders of separate departments, bodies of troops,
etc. But by the 14th I was pretty well through
with this work, so as to be able to. visit my children,
who were then in Burlington, New Jersey, attend-
ing school. Mrs. Grant was with me in Washing-
ton at the time, and we were invited by President LlnG^'x'
and Mrs. Lincoln to accompany them to the theater
on the evening of that day. I replied to the Presi-
dent's verbal invitation to the effect that if we were
in the city we would take great pleasure in accom-
panying them; but that I was very anxious to get
away and visit my children, and if I could get
through my work during the day I should do so.
I did get through and started by the evening train
on the 14th, sending Mr. Lincoln word, of course,
that I would not be at the theater.all of them. Before the war wan
